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Welcome to Holy Trinity

Introduction

There have been many changes in Gosport over the last three hundred
or so years and the most dramatic of these has probably occurred in the
Parish of Holy Trinity; but throughout this upheaval of drastic change
the Church of Holy Trinity has stood reassuringly firm, a bastion of
continuity for the people of Gosport.

The moats have been in-filled, the ramparts, all but one section
demolished, and the old houses
and pubs that once surrounded
the Church have long since fallen
to the bulldozer, to be replaced
by high rise flats and mews. The
Church itself has lost its walls |
and graveyard creating an open |
green aspect with views of the
harbour, becoming the now much
loved Trinity Green. This in turn
came under threat from the
developers, with the now
infamous Trinity Green in-fill
scheme of the mid nineteen |
seventies, a scheme that was
bitterly opposed and defeated by
vast public outrage.

Although the Church itself has stood seemingly impervious to all these
changes it has itself undergone many changes throughout its long
history - changes that have varied from relatively minor reordering of
services to major works such as the addition of the campanile in 1889.
Whether the changes have been major or minor they have been cause
for some concern to the congregations of the Church through the ages.
These changes are still occurring to this day, but as in the past they will
be faced and come to terms with and Holy Trinity Church will remain
the steadfast inspiration to the town that it always has been.
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Priests that have served
Holy Trinity Church

1701 REV. WILLIAM OGILVIE

1709 REV. WILLIAM DUGARDE

1716

1730 REV. CHARLES MONCKTON Jnr.
1733 REV. THOMAS SYMONDS

1747 REV. SAMUEL DUGARDE

1767 REV. MICHAEL PHLLIPS

1779 REV. ISAAC MOODY BINGHAM
1789 REV. RICHARD BINGHAM

1858 REV. SKIPSEY SAUNDERS

1884 REV. OLIVER OGILVIE

1889 REV. WILLIAM LEE

1912 REV. HENRY WOOLSEY

1927 REV. WILLIAM McWATERS
1935 REV. CYRIL BARCLA'Y

1968 REV. JOHN CAPPER

2003 REV. AN BOOTH

Incredibly over three hundred plus years there have been only sixteen
priests. The history of long service and dedication given to the Parish
by its servants is indeed an incredible one.

[t must be said that this dedication and long scrvice is not confined
only to the clergy, the laity have contributed their number also.
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The Journey Begins

From the moment of our birth we set out on a journey, the journey of
life. As a rule we are part of a family, Father, Mother, maybe Sister,
Brother. This in turn is part of a greater family, Grandparents, Aunts,
Uncles, and Cousins etc. Again this is but one part of a much bigger family,
a part of the community in which we live and work. As individuals we
are very different, but the one thing that all individuals, families and
communities have in common, is that as we progress through our
journey of life we experience continual change, both in our surroundings
and in ourselves. Some of these changes are for the better. Some - in our
perception - may be for the worse. No matter which, we have no other
alternative but to face up to them and continue upon our journey. This is
not only applicable to individuals, families and communities. It is also
true of the church which from the earliest beginnings has been continually
changing and evolving. Again this is not just the people or the liturgy. It
also applies to the buildings themselves. Throughout all the uncertainties
of these changes one thing always remains constant - the foundations of
the church, physical and corporate, strong and resolute, withstanding all
that comes its way.

Our church here at Holy Trinity came into being as a result of a change
in the community of the town, one of growth and vibrancy, making it
desirable to have a local place of worship, as opposed to the long and
sometimes hazardous journey to the parish church at Alverstoke. The
Lord of the Manor of Gosport at
the time was the Bishop of
Winchester, Peter Mews, who in
1695 granted the land and from his
estate, Farnham Palace, donated
14 oak trees to form the pillars of
the new chapel. His coat of arms is
displayed on the wall inside the
Church and the 14 oak trees, now
encased are supporting the Church
to this day. In 1696 Peter Mews
consecrated the new chapel and
Holy Trinity embarked on its
journey of service to the community.
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It was this community that was to be responsible for the upkeep of the
chapel, but had also to contribute as before to the upkeep of the parish
church, at Alverstoke. It was the Rector of Alverstoke who was
responsible for appointing a minister for the chapel, but it was the
people of Gosport whose responsibility it was to pay him. It was also a
proviso that should the chapel fail to be kept in good repair then no
minister would be appointed.

In 1701 the Rev. William Ogilvie was licensed to the Curacy at a stipend
of £20.00 per annum. He was followed in 1709 by the Rev. William
Dugarde who remained in office until 1716. Following his departure, the
Rector neglected, possibly through jealousy of the growing congregation,
to provide adequate pastoral care. In 1730 a fast growing population and
a lack of convenient seating led to a gallery being built on the North side
of the chapel and a portico added to the west end. It was at this time that
the wardens, following legal advice, petitioned the Bishop that the Rev
Charles Monckton junior be licensed. This was granted, only for him to
leave a few years later due to a lack of maintenance. These early years
show that even through adversity and financial problems. Holy Trinity
was growing and changing, facing up to new challenges and continuing
to progress along its journey of service to the people of Gosport.
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A gift of £1000.00 from Col. Richard Norton of Southwick House, several
legacies and money from Queen Anne’s Bounty allowed Speedfield
Farm (close to what is now H.M.S.Collingwood) to be purchased as an
endowment leading to much more settled times and pastoral care with
the appointment in 1733 of Rev Thomas Symonds. It was during his
incumbency that a faculty was obtained to enlarge the Chapel again and
in 1745 a further sixty pews were added. In 1747 the Rev Samuel
Dugarde was appointed and the following year 1748 the famous Handel
organ, purchased from the Duke of Chandos’ Chapel at Cannons, was
opened, and Mr James Peaceable was appointed as the first organist.

There is little in the way of records of the incumbency of Rev. Michael
Phillips, so we can assume that nothing of major import occurred during
this time.

In 1779 Rev. Isaac Moody Bingham was licensed to Holy Trinity. At the
same time he continued to retain the livings of Birchanger and Runwell
both in Essex. He also kept his appointments as domestic chaplain to the
Bishop of London and Canon of Chichester. There is a monument to him
on the North wall of the Church. In 1789 his son Rev. Richard Bingham
served him as curate until 1792 where upon his father’s resignation he
was formally licensed as Holy Trinity’s new incumbent a position he
was to hold, with dramatic effect, for an incredible 66 years, years of
notoriety and much action in both church and Gosport affairs, which led
to his fame, and infamy. Richard was clearly a wealthy man as his many
building activities show.

In 1795 he obtained from the then Lord of the Manor, Bishop Brownlow
North, a grant of land extending it from the chapel wall to the waterside.
It was here that he built his magnificent vicarage, which he was to enjoy
for only a couple of years before the Board of Ordnance acquired it as
the residence of the commandant of Royal Engineers. This did not happen
without a struggle as Bingham embarked on one of his many Court
appearances. He later came to an agreement with the army selling his
interests in the land for £15,000.00 and leasing the house for £100.00 per
year.

He straightaway started building a new vicarage at the East End of the
church. This was to remain as the vicarage until 1858, after which it
became the home of Mr. Benjamin Nicholson, head of the famous yacht
builders, and was renamed Stanley House.
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In later years it became known as
“The Hall Guest House” and
ended as temporary offices for the
Borough Engineer’s department
before falling victim to the
bulldozers in 1962.

He also built the South-East corner
brick vestry, still used as the
vicar’s vestry to this day. He was
also active in the development of
what is now the Newtown area,
but then it was known as Bingham
town. During his incumbency the
population of the parish grew to ~
just under 7,000 and records show packed congregations. This gave rise
to the formation of a new parish, that of St. Matthews, which was sited
where Schat-Harding (formerly Viking Marine) stands, in 1845. The
new parish was built to serve the growing community living North of the
High Street. From the start the form of worship was “Old Protestant” or
“Low Church” for which the church was to become renowned.

Welcome to Holy Trinity

All Change

In 1858 Richard Bingham died at the age of 94. With his death the lease
on the vicarage to the Army expired, the Rev. William Skipsey-Saunders
became the new incumbent and took up his rightful residence in the now
returned vicarage and a new era began. Rev. Skipsey-Saunders was a
very principled “High Churchman” and Holy Trinity underwent great
change under the influence of the “Oxford Movement” with ritual and
ceremonial becoming very much the order of the day. He was also highly
regarded and valued as a widely known spiritual counsellor. It was
during his incumbency, in 1860 that Holy Trinity became a parish in its
own right and some changes to the interior took place, such as the
removal of the organ from the West End gallery to its present position,
and the removal of the front pews. In 1867 the pews were renewed, a
new altar installed and the sanctuary formed, work carried out by the
Architect Thomas Hellyer of Ryde.

It was during the incumbency of his successor Rev. Oliver Walford,
1884-89 that major changes took
place. The commission was
given to Sir Arthur Blomfield in
1886. Blomfield set about the
alterations to the exterior based
on an Italian Lombard style
design. He faced the original
stucco  exterior with red
Mathematical tiles, added the
bell cote over the West gable, and
reformed the windows to their
present design. More alterations
occurred internally as well. He
removed the galleries on the
North and South sides, installed
the present font and pulpit, of
coloured marble and alabaster.
The chancel screen, which was |
subsequently removed to the
West-End of the church, was also
to his design.
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Without doubt the most impressive piece of Blomfields work was the
addition in 1889 of the campanile with its eight bells. This now famous
landmark is largely responsible for giving the church its powerful and
imposing character. The cost of the campanile and bells was £2,500.00,
donated by Rev. W.L.Nichols whose gravestone is the only one remaining
in the former churchyard. It was during this year, 1889, that the Rev.
William Lee became vicar and remained until 1911. It was during his
time that the beautiful reredos, with its Eighteenth Century painting of the
Nativity by Floyce, and side-panels of the twelve apostles came into the
church. It was brought from Ttaly by a Gosport merchant, Edwin Bishop.

These major changes must have had a tremendous impact on the
congregation of the time causing much upheaval and probably not a
little upset but still the Christian journey continued with the people of
Holy Trinity remaining steadfast.
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If the people of the Parish thought that in 1912 the changes and
upheavals of the previous 28 years were at an end they were to be
disillusioned with the arrival of their new vicar, Rev.
Henry Woolsey. He was educated at Magdelan
College School Oxford and Trinity College Dublin,
where he obtained his BA. in 1887, and his M.A. in
1891. He was Master at Hurstpierpoint College, and
made Deacon in 1892 and ordained Priest in 1894. A
class conscious High Churchman, he zealously
threw himself into his new parish work at Holy
Trinity, which had at that time Sunday Communion at 8a.m. but the
principal service was Matins at 11 a.m. with one weekday communion
service. This was not to Woolsey’s taste and by 1913 Sung Eucharist
with sermon at 11am was the principal Sunday service, with the 8a.m.
communion service still retained. A daily celebration of Holy
Communion was introduced with Matins and Evensong said daily. A set
time for hearing confessions and the introduction of the use of incense,
in 1916, were other notable additions to the worship at Holy Trinity
during his incumbency.

He set about using the monthly parish magazine as a means of maximising
the spread of catholic teaching throughout the parish. He was a hard
working fundraiser organizing many events aimed at the promotion of
catholic teaching and good fellowship. He was not only a strong
supporter of the Church Union he was foremost in strengthening its
work in Hampshire. Henry Woolsey died in 1926 whilst on holiday and
was a great loss to the parish. In 1928 the construction of the choir vestry
and the Jesus Chapel, on the North side of the church were dedicated as
a memorial to him. The date, 1928, is engraved in the stone lintel above
the outside vestry door.

In 1927 the Diocese of Portsmouth was formed and
in the same year Rev. William McWaters was
inducted into the living of Holy Trinity, where he
remained for eight years. He reorganized the parish
Sunday schools and introduced baptisms during
public worship, still practiced today. By the time of ¢
his departure in 1935, the journey that had begun
239 years ago had witnessed many changes in
surroundings, society and worship, and was
continuing on its winding way.
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The Journey Continues

The Rev. Cyril Barclay arrived in 1935 and remained as vicar of Holy
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Trinity for 32 years during which time Gosport underwent lts most drastic
changes. [t would be fair to say that the Second v
World War and the immediate following years,
with the extensive bombings and subsequent
ruthless demolition provided the most traumatic }
period for the parishioners of Holy Trinity. It is

to the great credit of Father Barclay and to his
loyal congregation that the Church survived as |
well as it did.

Within four years of his arrival war had been declared and in 1940 the
first bombs dropped. A testimony to Fr. Barclay’s vigilance as an air raid
warden is the fire damaged wooden floor blocks, still visible today, on
the South side of the church, a result of an incendiary bomb hitting the
church in 1941. Had it not been for prompt action the resultant damage
to the church could have been disastrous. Throughout the war it is
worthy of note and of due credit to both vicar and laity that it was on
only one occasion, when enemy aircraft were flying over the Solent, that
the choir failed to sing.

The post war years heralded an era of almost as much disruption to
parlsh life as the war itself. By 1950 the parish of St. Matthew ceased to
be a parish. The population of the town by
1930 was under 3,000. Later slum
clearance and then bomb damage led to a
dramatic reduction of people living in the
| parish and by 1950 there were only 300.
As a result the parish was amalgamated
with Holy Trinity. Although St Matthew’s
continued to attract good congregations
from those people throughout Gosport

service, which had always been its
Churchmanship, it finally closed its doors
following evensong, presided over by the
| now Canon Barclay, in January 1951. It

who preferred the evangelical form of

was inevitable that not all the members of this congregation would
choose to join in the “High Church” form of worship practised at Holy
Trinity, but those who did, received a warm welcome and a high
standard of care from Canon Barclay.

In 1955 the beauty of the church was enhanced by the acquisition of the
splendid marble high altar from St Agatha’s Portsmouth, which had been
badly damaged by bombs. This complemented perfectly the reredos that
had earlier been installed and became a dominant feature of the church.

In 1962 the church was completely redecorated and in 1965 oil fired
central heating was installed. One thing is for certain - during Fr.
Barclays incumbency the church was extremely well cared for and its
beauty enhanced.







