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Parish Mass  11.00 am 

Vespers and Benediction 6.00 pm 
 

�(�%&�	��
Father Andy’s day off 

Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 
 

�$�	%&�	�
Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 

Mass  9.30 am 
 

)�%��	%&�	�
Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 

5.45 pm Prayer Group  
Mass  6.30 pm 

 

��$�	%&�	�
8.15 am for 30 minutes Silent Prayer 

Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 
 

*��%&�	�
Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 

Mass 5.00 pm 
 
**On each occurrence of a fifth Sunday in a month a joint service will be held 
at 10.30 am alternating between Holy Trinity and Christ Church.  The next 
joint service will be held at 10.30 am at Holy Trinity on Sunday 30th 
November 
 
In addition to these times, the church is open to visitors Monday to Friday 
(1.30-3.30 p.m.), and Saturday (10 a.m.-3 p.m.) for quiet prayer and reflection.  
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If you are reading this and you DON’T go 
to church.......why not?  Why not give it a 
try! 

Here is some food for thought in the mean 
time.  This list compares washing and 
soap......to going to church.  If you DON’T 
go, do any of these reasons ring a bell? 

1. I was forced to wash as a child. 

2. People who wash are hypocrites. 
They think they are cleaner than 

everyone else. 

3. There are so many different kinds of soap, I could never decide which 
one was right. 

4. I used to wash, but it got boring so I stopped. 

5. I wash only on special occasions, like Easter and Christmas. 

6. None of my friends washes. 

7. I'm still young. When I'm older and have gotten a bit dirtier, I might 
start washing. 

8. I really don't have time to wash. 

9. The bathroom is never warm enough in the winter, or cool enough in 
the summer. 

10. People who make soap are only after your money. 

11. I get along very well without washing. 
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Remember that as your priest, I am always happy to see you 

should you need to talk with me about anything. 

You can contact me at 9 Britannia Way, Gosport. 
Tel: 023 9258 0173 or Mobile: 077 0991 9602. 

email@holytrinitygosport.co.uk 

(I’m not usually around on Mondays)  

 
������������	�

 
12. I work hard all week and am too tired to take a bath on the weekend. 

13. The first bar of soap I ever used gave me a rash, so I haven't gone near 
soap since! 

With love, 
 
Fr Andy 
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In the dark days of 1941 in World 
War II Holy Trinity Church was 
saved from destruction by the 
bravery of its vicar the Rev. Cyril 
Barclay.  
 
On one of the worst 
nights of the blitz 
when thousands of 
firebombs rained 
down on Portsmouth 
and Gosport the vicar 
was on fire-duty at 
the church when a 
bomb crashed 
through one of the tall 
windows and 
exploded in a shower 
of blazing 
phosphorus.   
 
Father Barclay – armed with a long-
handled shovel – ran to the spot, 
courageously swept up the blazing 
bomb and hurled it back through the 
shattered window to burn out 
harmlessly among the tombstones.  

The tale features in a new book The 
Night They Blitzed The Ritz,  
Gosport writer John Bull's memoir 
of the townspeople's emotions and 
relationships as they faced up to the 

horror of civilians and 
children killed or 
maimed in the night 
air-raids; and how 
they met loss and 
suffering with 
amazing humour. It's 
war as seen (as never 
before) through the 
excited eyes of a gang 
of Bomb Alley Kids... 
 
The book will be 
available (priced 
£8.99) at an all-day 

launch-signing at Gosport Discovery 
Centre on Saturday, September 13.   
 
(By the way...Holy Trinity will 
happily show you the bomb's scorch 
marks on the floor -- just pop in any 
afternoon.) 
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Thomas Moore 
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Author: John Bull 
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SUPPORT THE ANNUAL 

 
on Saturday the 13th September 

 
Full details are available in church.  If 
you're interested in taking part, have a 
word with Christine Harris (a veteran 
of Ride-and-Stride Days) either in 
church or telephone her on 02392 
582526 and she'll tell you more about 
it. 
 
Alternatively if you are not able or so 
minded to take an active part, why not 
sponsor one or more of those who are 
rather more energetic (you can even 
sponsor Mollie and her upright) by 
popping into church and adding your 
name to one of the sponsor forms – all 
donations will be gratefully received. 

 
 

 
TAKE PART IN 

THE FIFTH ANNUAL 
TRINITY GREEN 

ART CHALLENGE 
 

 

 

 

 

on Saturday 20th September 
 
The aim is to produce a masterpiece in 
a strict three-hour time slot between 12 
noon and 3pm  

The theme is “Trinity Church: Past and 
Present” – artists can use old photos of 
the church and local area as source 
material, as well as what they see 
today. Artworks can be in any medium 
– painting, drawing,  photo print, 
collage, sculpture and so on. 

The winner holds our handsome 
challenge shield for a year and there 
are prizes for the first three places. The 
artist’s registration fee is £5, to help 
fund the event and prizes.   

For further information and registration 
details please contact Lynda Setters 
Tel 02392 719659 (after 6 pm)   
lasetters@ntlworld.com�
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The 14th September is Holy Cross 
Day on which day the Church 
celebrates the Cross as a 
symbol of triumph, as the 
sign of Christ’s victory 
over death.  Holy Cross 
Day goes right back to 14th 
September 335, and we 
have the mother of a 
Roman Emperor to thank 
for it. 

Helena was a devout 
Christian, and after her son, 
Constantine, was 
converted, they agreed that 
she should travel from 
Rome to Israel, and seek out the 
places of special significance to 
Christians.  

Of course, much of Jerusalem had 
been destroyed by the Romans 
around 135 AD.  But even so, 
Helena finally located what she 
believed to be the sites of the 
Crucifixion and of the Burial (and 
modern archaeologists think she 
may well be correct).  The sites were 
so close together that she built one 
large church over them - the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre.  

That church, built in honour of the 
Cross, was dedicated on 14th 
September 335.  

The sign of the Cross has been used 
by Christians since early times. 

Tertullian, writing his De 
Corona (3:2) around AD 
211, noted that Christians 
seldom did anything 
significant without making 
the sign of the cross.  

Why to Christians do this?  
Well, people often put their 
initials or some sort of 
personal mark on 
something to show that it 
belongs to them.  The 
Cross is the personal mark 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and we mark it on ourselves as a 
sign that we belong to him.  Even in 
the book of Revelation, we read that 
the servants of God are ‘sealed’ or 
‘marked’ on their foreheads as a sign 
that they are his.  

A preacher once put it this way: if 
you were explaining to someone 
how to make a cross, you would say: 
"Draw an I.”  That is you standing 
before the Lord, saying, ‘here I am’.  
Then cancel that vertical stroke with 
a horizontal stroke – as if to say: 
“Lord, I abandon my self-will and 
make you the centre of my life 
instead.  I abandon myself to your 
love and service.” 
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At Holy Trinity we continue with the series of “Tea-Time Concerts” on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Each is an hour long starting at 3.30 pm and presents a 
wonderful opportunity to listen to fine music in this lovely church – a great way 
to spend a Sunday afternoon.  Admission is free to all the concerts although a 
retiring collection will be taken for the benefit of the organ restoration project.  
All the musicians give freely of their talents as their contribution to this project.  
Refreshments will be on sale after each concert.  Details of the September and 
October events are set out below. 
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another opportunity to hear 

THE WYNDCLIFFE VOICES 
Conductor: Philip Drew 

Organist: Malcolm Keeler 

on Saturday 18th October 
 

Those who heard this choir when they visited last year 
will know what a treat there is in store for use 

 
 
 
 

a recital by our own 

GEOFFREY HOLROYDE 
to mark the International Year of the Organ** 

On Sunday 19th October at 3.30 p.m. 
The programme of music by Handel will include favourites such as 

The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba, The Water Music 
And the famous ‘Largo’ 

 
**A focal point of the year will be an International Day of 

Celebration on Sunday 19th October when it is hoped that recitals or 
concerts focussing on the organ will take place throughout the world 

thus creating the world's largest organ concert!  This is Geoffrey 
Holroyde’s contribution to that concert – please support him. 

 
 
Make sure you read October’s issue of Trinity Times for full programmes. 
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From: Great Aunt Pru  <prudence.little@shewitters.com> 
To: Tamsin Ozling 
Subject:  Olympic Fatigue  
 
My dear Tammy 

 
First I must say how good it was to see your mum when she was over here 
last month; I think she had forgotten how changeable our weather can be so I 
expect she’s pleased to be back with Queensland’s more predictable weather. 
 
I know from your recent emails that you were following the Olympics; I must 
confess I didn’t spend a lot of time watching although it was nice to see so 
many bringing home medals.   
 
I think I’m suffering from Olympic fatigue – not so much from the Games 
finished but from those to come in 2012; we are constantly told that we must 
do, if not better than, at least as well as the Chinese – superior sporting 
facilities, better accommodation, more extravagant opening and closing 
ceremonies, and so the list goes on.  Anyone who dares criticise the expense 
is described as curmudgeonly or unpatriotic.   
 
Well I’m sorry, but I can’t really see how the £9.3 billion (already four times the 
original figure) earmarked for the building of the facilities can be justified and 
that’s before we start looking on the millions of pounds required to train our 
sportspeople.  We are told it is a wonderful opportunity to regenerate the East 
End of London for the people who live there – true if it really will benefit them; 
but I do wonder what will have happened to those people between now and 
2012; will they have been moved out to make room for the building works as I 
believe has happened in other countries and if so, will they ever have the 
opportunity (or be able to afford) to move back again? 
 
We are constantly told that the Government must find the 
money to meet this ever-increasing budget (money paid by 
us through taxes etc I should add).  I find it very difficult to 
support such expenditure when, for instance, there are 
people who are refused particular drugs or other medical 
treatment on the grounds of cost – how must they feel when 
they are asking for mere thousands of pounds rather than 
the billions being poured into the 2012 Olympics?    
 
Your ever-loving (and apparently curmudgeonly) Great Aunt Pru 
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As many of our readers will by now know, we have in Holy Trinity Church, a 
fine historic organ having close links with Handel. For the organ enthusiasts 
among you, the 32 stop organ built by William Hill in 1897 contains eight ranks 
of pipes which were made for and played 
by Handel.  These ranks – five on the 
Great and three on the Choir – form the 
basis of the two, main, contrasting 
choruses. 
 
Many organs in England lay claim to a 
Handel connection – that maybe Handel 
played it – but Holy Trinity’s claim is 
unique.  
 
Between 1717 and 1720, Handel lived at 
the great house at Cannons near Edgware, 
the home of the fabulously wealthy Duke of Chandos.  Handel was employed as 
the Duke’s composer and musician in residence.  
 
During this period, the Duke completed the large and ornate chapel, and 
commissioned a new organ from the celebrated organ builder Abraham Jordan. 
Handel would have advised on the choice of builder, the organ design, and 
surely played it at its installation, and thereafter. 
 
In 1747, three years after the Duke’s death, the organ was sold and came to 
Gosport. (This is reported in the “London Courant” 16 Oct. 1747).  Jordan’s son 
rebuilt it in the west gallery of Holy Trinity church.  Despite several rebuilds 
over the next 150 years, when Hill built the present organ in 1897 he was able 
to incorporate the remaining eight Jordan ranks of pipes, and reuse the 
distinguished  Georgian organ case, all of which were originally in Cannons in 
1720.   
 
These fine pipes – or stops – are wonderful to hear in the generous acoustic of 
Holy Trinity.  It is moving to think that Handel played them, and heard the same 
sound that we can hear today.  
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The action of the organ is 110 years old, and needs total reconstruction. Holy 
Trinity, aware of its responsibilities to the nation, and of the Handel legacy, is 
committed to a £150,000 project to restore this fine and unique 1897 Hill organ, 
based on the 1720 Handel pipes. This Georgian/Victorian masterpiece can thus 
be heard for the next 100 years as it has been for the last century.  
 
We are not a wealthy parish, and we need all the help we can find to achieve 
this restoration.  
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This scheme gives you the chance to "adopt" one or more unique Jordan organ 
pipes dating from 1720 (and closely associated with Handel) whilst contributing 
to the restoration of the 1897 Hill organ, in which these historic pipes play a 
central role (or you can adopt a Victorian big pedal pipe!) 
 
When you adopt a pipe, your name and chosen pipe (or pipes) will be displayed 
on the organ case. You will be identified for ever as someone who helped to 
restore this organ masterpiece for future generations to enjoy. You can't take 
your pipe away - but you can come and listen to it!  An adopted organ pipe 

would make a wonderful and original 
birthday or Christmas present for an 
organ/Handel enthusiast; or a lasting 
memorial to a loved one. 
 
The cost of adopting a pipe ranges from 
£80 for the smallest to £2,000 for the 
largest. 
 
If you are interested, why not call into 
Holy Trinity to pick up details and an 
application form.  Alternatively, why not  

come to one of our Tea Time concerts where you will usually find our Honorary 
Organist, Geoffrey Holroyde (shown here at the keyboard) who will be more 
than happy to discuss pipe adoption with you. 
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Upright Amanda from St. John’s said that without 
Sascha I might become anarchic.  Well I’ve been so 
busy that I forgot all about that. 
 
Whenever our upright had to go out after Sascha 
went away, I got quite panicky because I’ve never 
been on my own before.  Sascha and I used to raid 
the treats cupboard sometimes when we were left at 
home but it’s not so much fun on your own.  Our 
upright said that she was going to a Piece of Sea meeting and Sascha always 
loved the sea, so I thought maybe…; anyway it was all talking so I went to sleep 
and then we went home on the bus.   
 
At one of the meetings I went to, Mother Carrie specially invited me to a 
concert at her church.  It got quite exciting when an upright came in late and sat 
next to us with a bag full of food.  She ate all her sweets without noticing me 
but she had a giant chocolate cake and I knew she’d need some help with that.  
But she went home in the middle of the concert before she opened the cake.  All 
the uprights had a glass of wine and our upright said she hoped she wouldn’t 
fall off her bike.  Well I hoped she didn’t too because I was in the basket on the 
front, but we got home safely tho’ it was lonely not having Sascha to cuddle up 
to. 
 
Upright Christie had to wear his long dress and carry the cross one day in 
church and he said I wasn’t to follow him but it was one of the times when I 
was feeling really sad, so I went and sat by him; I don’t think Fr. Andy was 
cross about it because he’s always really kind to Sascha and me.  Everybody 
gets very bothered about whether you’re allowed to do this or that.  Well I think 
that God thinks that dogs are special.  He said that sparrows are important – 
which cats should really remember – and he gave dogs a special name nearly 
the same as his.  And I think if you want to help, people should be pleased and 
say thank you for being kind, instead of fussing about whether your name’s on 
the list.  I’ve thought about this thing about anarchic.  We’ve got plenty of birds 
and cats in the garden but I’ve never seen any narchics so how will I know if 
I’ve changed into one?  If Sasha was here I could ask her about it.  She’d know. 
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