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Parish Mass  11.00 am 

Vespers and Benediction 6.00 pm 
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Father Andy’s day off 

Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 
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Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 

Mass  9.30 am 
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Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 

5.45 pm Prayer Group  
Mass  6.30 pm 
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8.15 am for 30 minutes Silent Prayer 

Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 
 

*��%&�	�
Morning Prayer 8.45 am (9.00 am the Angelus) 

Mass 5.00 pm 
 
**On each occurrence of a fifth Sunday in a month a joint service will be held 
at 10.30 am alternating between Holy Trinity and Christ Church.  The next 
joint service will be held at 10.30 am at Holy Trinity on Sunday 29th 
June  
 
In addition to these times, the church is open to visitors Monday to Friday 
(1.30-3.30 p.m.), and Saturday (10 a.m.-3 p.m.) for quiet prayer and reflection.  
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Watching news reports from Israel and 
Palestine can be truly overwhelming. On 
the front of a newspaper not so long ago 
was a horrendous photograph of a dead 
mother being uncovered in the rubble after 
a bombing, still clutching her dead, ten day 
old child.  To sit and stare at a photograph 
like that feels obscenely intrusive, and yet I 
am sure that shocking images are needed to 
begin to bring home to us the horror of it all 
and pierce our comfortable complacency. 
 

I have been reading a number of in depth articles in newspapers and magazines, 
trying to understand more about the roots of the conflict – both recent and 
distant.  Sadly, part of one’s background reading can be the Old Testament 
(including many of the passages designated to be read in church....) which 
mention the promise of God to Israel that they will have a land of their own. 
How much bloodshed is caused by peoples’ perceived ‘divine’ rights?  But 
there is so much more in the bible about the need for justice, righteousness, and 
the needs of the vulnerable and the stranger….. 
 
There really is very little one can say, except that millions of people yearn just 
to live in peace, and to find ways forward that do not involve bloodshed and 
hatred.  All casualties – whether military or civilian – matter equally to God, 
and should do to all of us.  I find it very hard to stomach when the war in Iraq is 
upheld as just or necessary by the same people that condemn the violence in 
Israel and Lebanon.  Civilians are killed indiscriminately in both places, and the 
cost – both human and financial – is enormous.  Conservative estimates put the 
civilian casualty rate in Iraq at 100,000 (more than the entire population of 
Gosport).  The estimated cost of the Iraq war to the American economy is $3 
trillion.  The $1billion spent maintaining one aircraft carrier battle group for a 
year could provide free pre-natal care for 1.6 million expectant mothers. 
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Israel, Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, and whole swaths of Africa, Asia and South 
America all face violence and poverty for which ALL of us are in some way 
responsible. 

 
"The chain reaction of evil: hate begetting hate, wars producing 
more wars — must be broken, or we shall be plunged into the dark 
abyss of annihilation"  
Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
“An eye for an eye will just make the whole world blind” 
- Mahatma Gandhi. 

 
 
With love, 
 
Fr Andy 
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Remember that as your priest, I am always happy to see you should 

you need to talk with me about anything. 

You can contact me at 9 Britannia Way, Gosport. 
Tel: 023 9258 0173 or Mobile: 077 0991 9602. 

email@holytrinitygosport.co.uk 

(I’m not usually around on Mondays)  
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ASCENSION DAY (1st May)  May continues the season of Eastertide, and 40 
days after Easter comes Ascension Day.  It may seem crazy to call it Eastertide 
when Easter is clearly over - but these are the 40 days during which the Risen 
Christ appeared again and again to his disciples, following his death and 
resurrection.  
 
Ascension Day is a special occasion in the Christian calendar. It is one of the 
four most important dates, coming after Christmas and Easter but before 
Pentecost. It marks the last appearance of Jesus to the 
disciples after his resurrection at Easter. Jesus had 
spoken to his disciples about what was going to 
happen to them and what he expected them to do. He 
was with them on the Mount of Olives when 'a cloud 
hid him from their sight' (Acts 1.9) and 'he left them 
and was taken up into heaven' (Luke 24.51).  
 
This is what we call 'the ascension'. The different 
accounts of Jesus' ascension refer to him being 
'taken', 'lifted' or 'carried' up to heaven. At the time of 
Jesus people thought the earth was like a great table 
standing on pillars. Above the table was the 'firmament', a sort of dome 
containing the sky, sun and stars with heaven beyond that. Therefore it was 
natural for the writers to describe Jesus being 'taken' or 'carried' up into heaven. 
 
PENTECOST (11th May)  Pentecost (sometimes known as Whitsun) was the 
old Jewish festival of Firstfruits, which took place at the beginning of the wheat 
harvest. It was exactly 50 days after the Passover (the time of Jesus' 
crucifixion). A feast day to celebrate the country's wheat harvest does not sound 
exactly world-changing, but that year, it became one of the most important days 
in world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit – the 
birthday of the Church. 
 
Jesus had told his apostles that something big was going to happen, and that 
they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had 
plans for his apostles, but he knew they could not do the work themselves - they 
would need his help. And so the apostles and disciples waited in Jerusalem, 
praying together for several days. And then on that fateful morning there was 
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suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues 
of flame flickered on their heads, and they began to praise 
God in many tongues - to the astonishment of those who 
heard them. People passing by at first thought that they 
must be drunk, but the apostle Peter told the crowd that the 
apostles were full of the Holy Spirit. 
 
That morning the Church was born. The Christians were 
suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their 
former fearful selves. The change in them was permanent. 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian church 
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the 
face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man 

who had denied Jesus 50 days before. And 3,000 people responded, were 
converted, and were baptised. How's that for fast church growth! 
 
The Holy Spirit is the third part of the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
that is the way Christians understand God. 
 
Trinity Sunday (18th May)  Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has 
kept many a theologian busy down the centuries. One helpful picture is to 
imagine the sun shining in the sky. The sun itself - way 
out there in space – unapproachable in its fiery majesty - 
is the Father. The light that flows from it, and which 
illuminates all our lives, is the Son. The heat that flows 
from it, and which gives us all the energy to move and 
grow, is the Holy Spirit. You cannot have the sun 
without its light and its heat. The light and the heat are 
from the sun, are of the sun, and yet are also distinct in 
themselves, with their own roles to play. 
 
The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is disclosed in three persons: 
Father, Son (Jesus Christ) and Holy Spirit. Luke (24:49) actually manages to 
squeeze the whole Trinity into one sentence. Jesus tells his disciples: 'I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with power (the Holy Spirit) from on high.' In other words, 
the sun eternally gives off light and heat, and whenever we stand in its brilliant 
light, we find that the warmth soon follows. 
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At Holy Trinity we are holding a series of “Tea-Time Concerts” on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Each is an hour long starting at 3.30 pm and presents a 
wonderful opportunity to listen to fine music in this lovely church – a great way 
to spend a Sunday afternoon.  Admission is free to all the concerts although a 
retiring collection will be taken for the benefit of the organ restoration project.  
All the musicians give freely of their talents as their contribution to this project.  
Refreshments will be on sale after each concert.  Details of the June and July 
concerts are set out below. 
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Everyone agreed it was the best (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) we’d ever 
had.  Having tucked into a splendid array of food contributed by those present 
and cracked open the bottles we had brought (all fruit juice of course!), we were 
in the ideal mood for a relaxed meeting.  As well as receiving reports on Holy 
Trinity’s financial position, the “doings” of the Parochial Church Council and 
work carried out to the buildings during the year, we tackled the important 
business of appointing church officers as follows: 

 
Churchwardens  Parochial Church Council 
Philip Hopgood  Susan Edwards 
Michael (Mick) Laming  Christine Harris 
  Keith Hayward 
Deanery Synod Representatives  Alan Hodgson  
Christopher (Christie) Coulston  Elizabeth Hodgson 
Christopher (Chris) Wade  Sheila Jackman 
  Mandy Laming 
Sexton  Dawn Marsh 
Christie Coulston  Bob Millard 
  Joan Millard 
  Bill Shilling  
  Jean Warwick  

 

Once the formal part of the meeting was over, Father Andy made presentations 
to Mick Laming and Joan Millard upon their retiring from the posts of Treasurer 
and PCC Secretary respectively to become Churchwarden and Deputy 
Churchwarden.  He also presented Bob Millard with a Churchwarden’s wand 
(staff) together with an appropriate celebratory bottle to mark his retirement 
after 22 years in office.   
 
In thanking Father Andy and the parish for the gifts, Bob said he felt he had not 
deserved the compliments that had been paid as he had only carried out the job 
he was elected to do.  One of these jobs was his involvement with the creation 
of the parish centre at the western end of the church made necessary by the sale 
of the Vicarage; the centre had been a great and much praised success thanks to 
the outstanding work of our architect.  
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He was also very grateful to have had an active part in the appointment of 
Father Andy who he felt was a gift from heaven. 
 
One of the more amusing incidents happened when the Government required all 
churches to be surveyed for the presence of asbestos; at great expense (£450 
plus VAT) the survey was duly carried out and, indeed, asbestos was found – 
the fireproof iron rest on Rosina Goldring’s ironing board in the vestry!   
 
Bob stressed the importance of two words both of which were “church”.  The 
first “church” applied to the important Grade II listed building of Holy Trinity 
in respect of which we must ensure that whatever is done does not interfere with 
its integrity; it must be remembered that it is a building not just for us but for 
generations to come.  The second “church” applied to the people and as such 
everyone who comes into God’s House should be made welcome and nurtured. 
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(by Mollie) 
 
Our upright took us to see the very small 
uprights the other day – only two of them are 
not so small any more and the bigger of them 
isn’t shouty like she used to be.  I used to be 
very scared of her because she used to shout 
and throw things but now she’s really gentle 
and thoughtful – our upright says she’s six 
years old.   
 
The sad thing is that we’re not allowed in their house now because our feet 
make dirty marks, so we have to stay in the car which is really boring, 
especially when they’ve got a cat which likes to play hide and seek and chase;  
well Sasch and I used to like to play chase with it.  And they’ve got this tall 
glass box thing with fish in it which swim up and down; they swim right up to 
you so you think they’ll bump noses; I used to watch them for ages in case they 
came out of the box. 
 
The small uprights always want to take us for a walk to the beach.  Sasch got 
very excited when she saw they’d brought this really bouncy ball.  She used to 
be always playing football and she was really good at bouncing a ball with her 
nose so you could catch it or pushing it back to you with her nose when you 
kicked it to her.  If anybody came to our house she always used to make them 
play ball with her; she never got fed up and she’d go on playing for ever till our 
upright had to hide the ball to get some peace.  You could see that our upright 
was pleased that Sasch wanted to play ball – until it went into the sea; the small 
uprights got their feet ever so wet when they went to get it, so we went back to 
their house and Sasch and I had to stay in the car again. 
 
I just can’t see why anyone gets so fussed about chasing a ball around – or 
sticks.  Our friend Oscar chases sticks and his uprights always have to get stern 
with him when he wants to take them home.  I think it’s more fun to chase cats 
and squirrels only they always see me coming  and because they’ve got longer 
legs than me, they can run faster.  Our upright says if I lose weight I could run 
faster – Oh, I can see we’re getting back to that old moan about me eating too 
many biscuits.  I think I need to go and make sure there aren’t any cats in my 
garden.  Now that’s a really useful thing to do. 
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From: Great Aunt Pru  <prudence.little@shewitters.com> 
To: Tamsin Ozling 
Subject:  Counting blessings  
 
My dear Tammy 

 
How did you like the local snow scenes I sent you last month?  I thought I’d 
send them to remind you how changeable our weather can be.  Mind you, I’m 
not sure I’ll send you any more photos – the snow had melted and was just a 
memory by the time I had worked out how to get them on to my computer and 
into an email. 
 
We had a very interesting visitor to Holy Trinity last month; she is a nun who 
has spent the last 36 years in the Philippines and she was over here visiting 
family.  She reminded me so much of Sister Seraphina – a little older but a 
very similar character and great fun.  At present she teaches maths and 
science to children in a very poor area (at one time, in another part of the 
country, she taught engineering and electronics would you believe).  Little, if 
any, money filters down to out-of-the-way schools such as that where she 
teaches and so to a great extent they have to rely on charity.   
 
She was telling us about the great excitement generated by the arrival of a 
container-load of books from America and the delight of the children when 
they saw them; they are so eager to learn and grab every opportunity to 
receive an education.  I can’t help making comparisons with many of our 
young people who deliberately turn their backs on any form of education – 
what is wrong with them, for goodness sake!  They (and no-one else) are 
denying themselves so many advantages.  Perhaps they should be told that 
they no longer have a “right” to an education; if there is one thing they learn it 
is to “know our rights”. 
 
We were told by the Sister that despite the poverty 
in which they live the children are really happy; 
some might cynically say that what they don’t have 
they don’t miss and are therefore happy with their lot 
but perhaps we would all be happier if we stopped 
craving what we don’t need. 
 
Take care, 
 
Your ever-loving Great Aunt Pru 
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